
Colonel Ellis C. Perkins Jr.
August 8, 1945 - December 15, 2023

Colonel Ellis Chapman Perkins, Jr., 78, a proud veteran of the United States
Army, passed away December 15, 2023 at his residence in Copiah County.
Visitation will be 6pm-8pm Sunday at Stringer Family Funeral Home in
Hazlehurst and 9am-10am Monday at St. John Catholic Church in Crystal
Springs. A funeral mass will be 10am Monday at St. John Catholic Church.
Burial will be at Bethel Baptist Church Cemetery. 

Colonel Ellis C. Perkins, Jr., retired from the United States Army in April, 1997
after serving for 29 years. 

 

Colonel Perkins was born and raised in Hazlehurst, Mississippi, graduating
from high school there in 1963. He graduated from the University of Southern
Mississippi in March 1968, with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Zoology and
earned his Master's Degree in Latin America Studies from the University of
Alabama in 1978. 

 

Colonel Perkins enlisted in the Army in March 1968 and was commissioned in
January 1969, upon graduating from the Field Artillery Officer Candidate
School. His first assignment was as the Executive Officer, Battery A, 5th
Training Battalion, Fort Sill, Oklahoma. In 1970, he served in Vietnam as the
Executive Officer, Battery A, 3/16th Field Artillery, 23rd Infantry Division. He
returned in 1971 to Fort Sill as an instructor in the Gunnery Department where



he stayed until he graduated from the Field Artillery Officer's Advance Course.
From 1974 to 1976, he commanded the 84th United States Army Field
Artillery Detachment and served as the Assistant S-3 of the 512th United
States Army Artillery Group. Colonel Perkins attended the Foreign Area
Officer Course at Fort Bragg, North Carolina in 1977. In 1979, he was
assigned to Advanced Level Training with duty in Mexico where he graduated
from the Mexican War College in 1980. From 1981 to 1984, he was assigned
to the 1st Calvary Division, Fort Hood, Texas. He served as the Division
Assistant Fire Support Coordinator, Secretary of the General Staff and as the
Battalion Executive Officer and the Battalion Operations Officer (S-3) in the
1st Battalion, 77th Field Artillery. In 1985, he graduated from the U.S. Army
School of the Americas, Fort Benning, Georgia. 

 

In 1986, Colonel Perkins was assigned to the U.S. Army Command and Staff
College, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, as an instructor in the Department of
Joint and Combined Operations. He served as Commander, 512th United
Stated Army Artillery Group from July 1988 until July 1990. He was
reassigned to the Inter American Defense College in Washington, D.C. for
attendance at the Senior Service College and graduated in June 1991. After
completion of the Attache Course, he assumed the United States Defense
and Army Attache to Nicaragua position from January 1992, until July 1994.
He was reassigned as the Chief, Counterdrug Division, G3 Forces Command
where he served until he retired in April 1997. 

 

Colonel Perkins' awards and decorations include the Defense Superior
Service Medal, the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star, the Meritorious Service
Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters and the Army Commendation Medal with
four Oak Leaf Clusters and the Army Commendation Medal with four Oak
Leaf Clusters. 

 

Upon retiring from the military, he switched his service from his country to his



community. He was very instrumental in starting the Bethel Volunteer Fire
Department where he served as Chief for many years. After stepping down
from Chief he continued to stay involved as an advisor to the department. He
also help start the 911 System in Copiah County. He was always there to step
up and lend a helping hand, distribute water, food, etc. whenever there was an
emergency in the community. 

He is preceded in death by his parents, Ellis Chapman Perkins, Sr. and Lois
Izard Perkins; sister, Brenda Morris. 

 

Ellis is survived by his wife, Donna Perkins; his three children Lauren
Chapman, Lisa Augello (Jared), and Sara Perkins; and his 5 grandchildren
Aryn Bunch, Jillian Augello, Lyla Augello, Jordan Augello and Jackson East. 

 

Memorials may be made to St. John Catholic Church, Bethel Volunteer Fire
Department or the American Heart Association.



Cemetery Details

Bethel Cemetery

Bethel Lane
Hazlehurst, MS 39083

Previous Events

Visitation

DEC 17. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Stringer Family Funeral Home - Hazlehurst
PO Box 884 

 28023 Hwy 28
Hazlehurst, MS 39083
(601) 894-1331
stringerfuneral@bellsouth.net

Funeral Service

DEC 18. 10:00 AM (CT)

St. John Catholic Church
219 E. Georgetown Street
Crystal Springs, MS 39059

mailto:stringerfuneral@bellsouth.net
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December 16, 2023 at 01:32 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Colonel Ellis C. Perkins Jr..

Sandra Cliburn - December 16, 2023 at 10:08 AM

Donna and Family My Heart Goes Out to
Ya'll.....Love and Prayers John 14

  
 
Sandra Cliburn...

From the Schulze family - December 16, 2023 at 09:25 AM

From the Schulze family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Ellis Perkins.

From the Schulze family - December 16, 2023 at 09:25 AM

From the Schulze family purchased the Simply El
egant Spathiphyllum for the family of Colonel Ellis
C. Perkins Jr..
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Dieter Lingelbach - December 16, 2023 at 04:23 AM

Dear Donna, it is with surprise and great sorrow that we hear of
Ellis' passing. This will be a great loss to you. Be assured that we
feel close with you. We wish you all the best for the coming
days......Klaudia & Family....

December 16, 2023 at 04:07 AM

Enduring Grace was purchased for the family of
Colonel Ellis C. Perkins Jr..

https://www.stringerfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2987&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stringerfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2987&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

