
Perry Willingham,
September 14, 1928 - October 1, 2014

Perry Van Willingham, Jr., 86, of Vidalia,LA and formally ofGreenville, MS,
joined his heavenly Father and his beautiful bride onWednesday, October 1,
2014 at Hardy Wilson Memorial Hospital in Hazlehurst, MS.He was the son of
Perry Van Willingham, Senior and AliceAdelia White Willingham of Drew, MS,
who preceded him in death. A The love of his life and wife of 65 years,Addie
Phillips Willingham, left this earth to begin preparing for her husband
A€™sarrival on August 21, 2011. A He neverstopped missing her from the
moment she left this world and always lit up withjoy when anyone spoke of
her, and we know he was elated to see her againWednesday morning. He
was a member of First Baptist Church in Vidalia, La. After more than 40 years
in management positions inMississippi and Louisiana with Bunge Grain
Corporation and Concordia GrainCorporation he retired but his retirement only
gave him more time to do what heloved most. A He spent most of his
timeaway from his job tinkering with things in his shop and coming up with
newinventions, including the perfect way to attach an umbrella to a
lawnmower tokeep the sun off of your back. He took great pride in his yard
and wasinsistent in recent days that his family let him leave the hospital so he
couldget home to take care of it because no one would ever manicure the
lawn quitelike he could.His legacy lives on through one son, Perry Joe
Willinghamand his wife Irene of Bastrop, LA and one daughter, Nancy
Willingham Thompsonand her husband Jackie of Hazlehurst, MS. A Some of
his greatest joys in life were his grandchildren who lovinglyreferred to him as



"Pa". A He is survivedby one grandson, Chris Willingham and wife Jessica of
Virginia Beach, VA, fourgranddaughters, Tami Willingham and sister Ami of
Lafayette, LA and Jenniferand Brandt Walker of Jackson, MS and AliceClaire
Thompson and fiancÃ© JasonScott of Jackson, MS. His joyful heart lives on
through his two precious greatgranddaughters, Mary Hampton Walker of
Jackson, MS and Gracie Willingham ofVirginia Beach, VA as well as several
nieces and nephews who loved him dearly. Whilewe mourn the loss of his
earthly life we must not forget his main priority onthis earth, a much loved and
very spoiled Maltese puppy, "Baby Love" who becamean immediate member
of the Willingham/Thompson family.A private memorial graveside service for
family and closefriends will be held at 11:00 Friday morning, October 3, 2014,
at GreenlawnMemorial Gardens in Natchez, MS.In lieu of flowers the family
requests memorial gifts begiven to First Baptist Church Missions Ministry,
Hazlehurst, MS, in his memoryand in honor of Doctor Randy Hankins who has
taken exceptionally good care ofhim in recent weeks and years. A The joyin
these days of loss comes from our knowing we will see our beloved father
andgrandfather again one day and one thing is for certain, he will have his
guitarwaiting for us when we all find our way to glory. Until that day comes, we
A€™llcarry his torch from here.,
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